
State  law requi res  an  env i ronmenta l  analys is  to  ident i fy  potent ia l
env i ronmenta l  impacts  of  proposed d iscret ionary  pro jects ,
inc luding a  Community  Standards  Dist r ict ,  or  CSD.

State  and County  laws a lso  have  requi rements  for  publ ic  hear ings.

Process Overview

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA)

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  R e v i e w

1 0 . 0 4 . 1 6     

"Less  than S igni f icant "  is  an  of f ic ia l  term that  means the  In i t ia l  Study
concluded that  there 's  no  proof  that  s ign i f icant  env i ronmenta l  impacts  are
going to  resul t  f rom the  pro ject .

What  does  Less  than Signi f icant  mean?

An " In i t ia l  Study"  is  an  of f ic ia l  term for  the  document  that  descr ibes  the  var ious
potent ia l  env i ronmenta l  impacts  that  can occur  f rom a  pro ject .

What  is  an  In i t ia l  Study?

This  pro ject  is  a  set  of  proposed zoning regulat ions ,  and no phys ica l  bu i ld ing  or
development  wi l l  d i rect ly  occur .  The  pro ject  does  change how future
development  can occur ,  and some future  uses ,  such as  dr ive- throughs and bed
and breakfasts ,  are  requi red  to  have  the i r  own complete  env i ronmenta l  rev iew
when proposed on speci f ic  propert ies .  The  CSD pro ject  analys is  concluded the
pro ject  wi l l  have  a  Less  than S igni f icant  env i ronmenta l  impact .

How can the  Al tadena CSD Update  pro ject  have less  than
signi f icant  impacts?

Each t ime the  CSD draft  changes ,  the  County  eva luates  whether  the  changes are
di f ferent  enough to  need an  updated In i t ia l  Study.  An updated In i t ia l  Study
is  on ly  needed when the  draf t  changes could  resul t  in  potent ia l  impacts  that  are
more  than what  was a l ready  analyzed.

Why doesn ' t  the  In i t ia l  Study change when the  CSD changes?

CEQA is  a  set  of  State  laws that  requi res  a  pro ject 's  potent ia l  env i ronmenta l
impacts  be  eva luated and avai lab le  for  publ ic  rev iew.

What  is  CEQA?



Timeline
PROJECT TIMELINE ENVIRONMENTAL TIMELINE

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  v i s i t  u s  o n l i n e  a t  h t t p : / / p l a n n i n g . l a c o u n t y . g o v / a l t a d e n a

1 0 . 0 4 . 1 6     

2012  A l tadena Vis ion  Plan
in i t iated  by  County

2013  CSD Committee
appointed  by

Al tadena Town Counci l

June 27,  2016  In i t ia l  Study
avai lab le  for  publ ic  rev iew

2014-2016  CSD Committee
develops  recommendat ions

Feb.  3 ,  2016  RPC
in i t iates  pro ject

June 4 ,  2016  County
staf f  hosts  community

Open House

July  28,  2016  RPC
Publ ic  Hear ing

October  26 ,  2016  RPC
Cont inued  Publ ic  Hear ing

TBD  Board  of  Superv isors
Publ ic  Hear ing

TBD  Board  of  Superv isors
F ina l  Adopt ion

TBD Initial Study provided for
Board of Supervisors action

2015-2016  County  staf f
prepares  In i t ia l  Study

CSD =  Community  Standards  Dist r ict
RPC =  Regional  P lanning Commiss ion


